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   SHAYKH ACHMAT SEDICK  
 
        THE POOR & NEEDY 

 

َما  َٰت  ٱإِنَّ َدَق َقَرآءِ وَ  لصَّ ِكيِ ٱلِۡلف   لَۡمَسَٰ
(The Prescribed Purifying) Alms Tax are only for the poor and the needy (At-Taubah: Q9: 60). 

 
The Qurānic Verse (At-Taubah: Q9: 60) mentioned above refers to those who deserve the receipt of 

zakāh, i.e. they are the zakāh recipients. The verse outlines that there are eight categories of zakāh 

recipients. Zakāh may be given or distributed only to the eight categories of people mentioned in this 

verse. The poor (fuqarā) and the needy (masākīn) are mentioned as the first two categories of zakāh 

recipients. Dr Mustapha al-Bughā et al state in Fiqh-al-Manhajī (2010. p.187): 

 

The faqīr (the poor person): He who has no money and is in a condition/situation of sufficiency of  
which he desired, clothed, and in a dwelling (i.e. a roof over his head). 

 

The miskīn (the needy person): He who has something that meets his needs, and is in a  
 circumstance/condition that is not sufficient for him. 

 

Both categories of ‘poor’ and ‘needy’ ought to be given enough of the zakāh for a lifetime or until they 
become self-sufficient. 

 
However, it doesn’t mean that any other type of our monies, wealth, or assistance cannot be 

given/distributed to these eight categories of zakāh recipients or deserving people, services, education, 

and other good causes, etc. Other types of monies/wealth refer to your voluntary charities (ṣadaqāt), 

charity vows (nadhr), inheritance (irth), bequests (waṣiyyah), endowment (waqf), investment (istithmār), 

and any other type of donations/gifts (tabarru’āt), or what you spend benevolently out of the good things 

that you earn, and what you love (e.g.: Q2: 267), etc. 

 

A basic Standard of Islāmic social justice, economics, and cultural diversities is that the Muslim ummah 

(nation and communities) shall prosper when their wealth and properties are not monopolized by and 

not circulating only among the rich. The standard of life must be balanced on the Islāmic Principles of 

sharing, caring, and empowering the poor, needy, and less fortunate. Almighty Allāh established this 

Economic Principle, Social Justice, and Empowerment when He clearly says: 

ولََۢة بَۡيَ  وَن د  ۡغنَِيآءِ ََكۡ ََل يَك 
َ
ۡم   ٱۡۡل  ِمنك 

So that wealth may not become a fortune circulating only among the rich among you (Al-Ḥashr: 
Q59: 7). 
 

The underlined purpose of the Qurānic verse mentioned above is to secure that there is Balance 

(tawāzun) in the broad distribution and control of wealth and possessions in a fair and just manner. 

That is, establishing and promoting the Standard of Life in which there is no extreme practices of 

being overly wealthy and not caring for the underprivileged, destitute, or ultra-poor.   

 

And Allah Knows Best! 
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